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tion, and ſend them to you „ have agreed to do ſo: and I ſup- 
Firſt, That an Oath of Abjuration 1s altogether New and 3 


Strange in Eng land. 

Secondly, That it is altogether Needleſs. 

Thirdly, That.it-is altogether Impoſſchle to be kept. 
5A oe . of E is altogether PIER and Nem in 
England. The Line of Succeſſion hath been as frequently inter- 
rupted in England, as in any Hereditary Kingdom in the World 
beſides. And therefore there hath been as much need of an:Oath 
of Abjuration here.as any where, and yet we have never had one, 
Tt is not for want of Inſtances 777 to ſpare your Time and Pati- 


ence, that 1 run not up beyond the Conqueſt, one weil begin there, 
ad to theſe King. 
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51 1 
(ſays it) the Inbabitants of that Country thought that be: ſhould be the 
King, But the Noiſe of William's Invaſion, made the Nation be- 
think themſelves ; and the People that had been moſt forward 
to ſet, up Edgar, began to look upon him now as a Defenceleſs 
Youth, and not able to make head againſt ſo wiſe and hardy a 
Prince as William was; and therefore leaving him to fnift as he 
could, they. made their Terms with: the Conqueror. The Nation 
had had the ſme good Intentions towards this poor Prince Edgar, 
upon the Death of Edward the Confeſſor, and ſome had actually 
endeavoured to ſet him up; but Harold was more powerful both 
in Friends and Money, and ſtept into the Throne before him, 
as did the Conqueror this ſecond time. The uſe I intended to 
make of this will be, (as you may eaſily foreſee) to ſhew you, that 
Edgar had a Title to the Throne, in the general Opinion of all 
Engliſh Men; and conſequently, that he was a dangerous Com- 
petitor to King William the Conqueror. But notwithſtanding this: 
King William, when he was Crown'd by Aldred (the ſame Aldred 
who would have ſet up Edgar, and who has Character beſtowed 
upon him by Walt. Hemingford, cap. 2. Vir bonus & prudens, intelli- 
genſque cedendum eſſe tempori, & Divine nequaquam reſiſtendum 
Ordinationi,) took the Oath of Fealty of all that were concern d, 
without any farther notice taken of Edgar Atbeling above the reſt, 
and carrying him with other Lords and Biſhops over into Vor- 
mandy, he ſet him at liberty as ſoon as any of the others. And 
tho? he afterwards gave both the Conquerour and William Rufus 
ſome Diſturbance, by his ſiding with the Scots, and Danes, and 
Duke Robert, yet both of them had him in their Hands, and let 
him go again, without any farther Miſchief; he lived for ſome 
time in both their Courts, and what became of him at laſt, we are 
not certain. All that we know of it is from W. Malmesbury, who 
making mention of him adds, Lib. 2. pag. 25. Qui poſt occiſionem 
Haroldi.a quibuſdam in Regem ele us eſt, & vario luſu Fortune rotatus 
Nunc 2 decrepitum diem ignobilis Ruri agit. In the ſame 
place he ſays, that David, hissiſter Margaret”s Son, was King of 
Scotland, which was not before the Year 1124. So that he lived 
at leaſt to the Age of Seventy, if we allow him to be Twelve at 
the Death of Harold, when he was thought unſit to Reign, for 
want of years. And yet in all the Reigns of theſe Three Kings, 
William the Firſt, and Second, and Henry the Firſt, there was 
no Oath of Ajuration; no Renouncing to the Rightful Title of 
Edgar Atheling. Each of theſe Princes receiv'd the Oath of F 1 

a . | an 


4. 
and Allegiance from their Subjects, and looked no farther after 
the Exclufion of Edgar, than that Oath did naturally carry 
them. | [6 Oe 
1087, When William the Conqueror died, he left the Putchy 
of Normandy to his Eldeſt Son Robert. (Mezeray is miſtaken 
when he makes the Father yield up the Dutchy to the Son 1077, 
when he was reeonciled to him, upon his mounting him again up- 
on his Horſe, when he had ignorantly met and overthrown him) 
and England to his ſecond Son Miliam Rufus, and to Hemy his third 
Son, a mighty Summ of Money, with a Prophetical Preſage, That 
he would One Day come to greater Matters. Ruf was then 
with his Father, and before his Funeral Exequies were performed 
(to ſecure himſelf the better of his appointed Succeſſion) ſtipt 
qver into Exglaud, and got himfetf Crowned King, by Lanfranck, 
Archlbiſhop of Canterbury 3 but he was hardly warm in His Seat, be- 
forea great and deep Conſpiracy was form'd againſt him, in be- 
Aal of his elder Brother Nobert, contriv'd and carried on eſpeci- 
A h Odo, Biſhop of Bien and Ear f of Kent, his Uncle, Geciey 
Biſhop, of Conſtance, and obher great Lords, intending to deltver” 
up:the King and Kingdom inte the Hands of Robert. This ſo ftart- 
led and amazed Niſts, that he thereupon calls all the Enylifh Men 
toget hen and luys before themtheDanger he was in, promiſing the 
Rednoſs: of 'manyr preſent Grievanees, and ample Privileges to 
mam anditheirs, upen their Aſſiſtanee, which they confented to 
ine, and; accordingly, by: their Help, he purſued and utterliy de- 
trated: his Rnemies, and became thereby enabled to forget his fair 
Nromiſes, Nebhurtin vain attemptedito invade Englund, being re- 
gulfed wich great loſt hy the King's Ships and Seamen; and Vill 
4, in his: Turn, made over for Normandy to do as mucli as Robert 
adidefignti;. but by the Mediation of Great Men on both fides, 
the Brothers: came te an, Agreement, that ſuch and fuch Places 
voulu te deliverꝭ dite: eaeh the other, and that whickfoever of the 
Brothers died firſt, without Clrd ren, the other ſſiould ſucceed 
um im. all zhisEſtates: And to theſt Covenants tvrelve of the moſt 
canfiderable: Men, on each fide, were very folemnly ſworn. This 
was done 109, and in ĩogg. the Brothers difagreed again, and all 
the; bau was laid upon the Ring; who again prepar' for Wor- 
mand, where each of them. did a great deal of Miſchief ro each” 
aner. till very luckily; the pepe engag'd Duke Robert to take vp: 
em him the Oroiſade, who being eafily per ſuaded thereti (as ont 
bas aluays. ligho and giddyr-headed Prince) he ſent to the 
1 | | King, 
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of Towns in Normandy, the fatal Battel was fought in 11065 
where Robert was taken Priſoner, and never after obtained his 
Liberty, but having his Eyes put out (a piece of Cruelty much-in 
uſe in thoſe days) he lived and died at Cardiff, a miferable Captive, 


in the Year 1134, and was buried at Glouceſter.” An 4ufnþa) 
Prince from the beginning to the End, if we except two'orthre 
Years, ſpent to his Honour in the Hoiy- Land. But I Have nothing 
to do with any thing relating to him, but to remark}, that not- 
withſtanding the great and continual Diſturbance and Alarms he 
gave both William Il, and Henry, yet neither of them took ar Oath 
of Abjuration from the Nation, and it is the more remarkable in 
"Henry, becauſe that Robert had à Son called William, a brave and 
noble Youth, and a Prince of great Hopes, and like enough to 
prove a ſtrong Competitor to Henry's Children. He'was after- 
wards greatly favoured by the French King, and Married his 
Queen's Siſter, and had the County of Flanders, and other ſtrong 
Places put into his hands, by which he created great Troubles 
to his Uncle Anz till he was un fortunately wounded at a Siege 
aud being nn&klfally dreſſed, died in 
4h the Tear $128, e 12201005 5 


1 1 1 — 
Mona x 
4 on * « C3 p ** 7 = „ ” » ©. + 
Y * 4 14 1 " # 4 


But whatdid Henry do with regard both to his Brother Robert 


and this vigorous Prince, young William, who had ſworn ſeverely 
to revenge his Father's Injuries and Eyes? Why, he contented 
himſelf to ſwear his on Son, who on du artery Wiliam, into 
the Succeſſion of Normandy, in the Year 11 

in 1116, having of that pur poſe called a Parliament at Salisbury. 
Conventio Optimatum & Baronum' totius Anglie apud Searesberiam 
*xiv. Kal. Aprilis fadta eft, Qui in preſentia Regis Henrici bomagium 
. Filio ſuo Wilielmo fecerunt, & fidelitatem ei juraverunt: Sim. Du- 
nelm: an. 1116. And, as Annales de Margan bade it 1118. Fi- 
lius Regis Henrici juratuiy ab omnibus Harei Ptris ſieri. Bot in tlie 


Year 120 William and the reſt. of the King Children, with 
or 


omarely drowned, 


great Company of People ofQuality,were anfoftu 
the Ship” being run upon a Rock not far from the Shoar from 


whence they put to Sea, by the Mariners and Pilot, wWhe were 


eren The Prince neden ; ha he not hesg- 
"Kerted overs tenderly to the Cries and Lamentations of one bf his 
"Poor Siſters that contitived in the Ship, whom thinking to take 
*ifito his Boat, ſô many of the-Ship- leap'U/prefently into it, a 
unk it immediately, and fo they all periſhed together- The 
Wing had nom but one Daughter left; which was Maud, firſt 


a. 


Married 
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1 91 


Married to the Emperor of Germany, whoſe Widow ſhe became 
in the Year 1125, and afterwards, in 1127, to Geofrey Plantage- 
net Earl of Anjou; but before the King ſent his Daughter away 
to this ſecond Husband, upon news of his Nephew William's Pro- 
motion to the Earldom of Flanders , and his attempting great 
Matters by the Aſſiſtance of the King of France, he was exceed- 
ingly diſtreſſed and troubled, and calling his Parliament together - 
(ſaith Brompton, Thomas Wikes, and Chron. Saxon. and every body 
elſe) at Weſtminſter (or, as others, at Mindſor) he made both 
David King of Scotland, all the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, Ab- 
bots and great Men, take the Oath of Fidelity, and do Homage to 
his Daughter, and her Heirs lawfully begotten, in caſe himſelf 
Z {hould die without any Iſſue Male; which they accordingly did; 
and, amongſt the reſt, none forwarder to do it than Stephen Earl 
of Blots, who either adminiſtred the Oath himſelf to the reſt, af- 
ter he had taken it himfelf, or elſe contrived the Form thereof; 
for I know not well which is the Conſtruction of thoſe Words in 
| Tho. Wike's Chronology , in the Year 1127. Non ſolum in Perſona 
| propria ſacramentum fidelitatis emiſit, ſed & aliis Regni ' Proceribus 
| jurtsjurandi formam præſtruxit. But you ſee, I hope, plainly, that 
Henry was apprehenſive enough of the growing Power of his Ne- 
phew William, and yet thought fit to take no other Security of 
the Nation againſt him, than a Common Oathof Allegiance; there 
was no Talk or Offer after an Oath of Abjuration , in thoſe days ; 
| tho? it had been much to his purpoſe , and he had Power enough 
had it been otherwiſe convenient. This Oath of Fidelity was 
again renewed to Maud at Nortbampton in 1131. Habitoq; non par- 


a. Ali. 4 


vo procerum conventu apud Northantonam priſcam fidem apud cos qui 
3 I dederant novavit, ab iis qui non dederant accepit ſaith W. = 7 Malmes- 
blur, Hiſt. Novel. I. 2. P. 177. Which I mention not as if it were 
done out of Fear of any particular Perſon (for William died, as 
: have ſaid, in 1128) but, in all probability to exclude Geofrey 


her Husband from ruling, with whom he was exceedingly offend- 
ed. I have it from Wil. of Malmesbury who tells us, that when 
ing Henry lay on his Death-bed, de Succeſſione interrogatus, Filiæ 
mnem Terram ſuam citra © ultra mare legitima & perenni Succeſ- 
lone adjudicavit + Marito ejus ſubiratus, quod eum & minis & injuriis 
fliquantis irritauerat. | 
Notwithſtanding all this Caution and Security, and this laſt 
Declaration of the dying King in favour of his Daughter; 1135, 
tepven Earl of Blois, his * by his Siſter Adelixa N | 
| 0 
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[ 1 ] 
of the Conqueror, got over from Normandy to England, and tlie” 
he was repulſed at Dover, and by the Men of Kent, yet he was 
entertained by the Londoners, and by the dexterous Management 
of his Brother the Biſhop of Winton , who promiſed for him all 
that could be wanted or deſired, he was Crowned: by the Arch- 

biſhop of Canterbury, whoſe Scruples about the former Oath to 
Maud were ſatisfied by the Oath of a bold Nobleman, who ſwore 
he heard King Henry, on his Deathbed, diſinherit his Daughter 
Maud, and appoint E. Stephen to ſucceed him in the Kingdom, 
Some of our Hiſtorians tell us, that there was but a poor Show of | 
Biſhops and Great - Men at the Coronation, and that many ill 
Omens were ſeen thereat; others ſay otherwiſe, and tell us it 
was performed annuentibus Præſulibus & Proceribus 15 and that 
they pitch'd on Stephen, becauſe that Maud had no Children, and 
they wanted a conſiderable Perſon to look after the Affairs of the 
Kingdom. But all of them in general cry out aloud upon the 
ſudden Change of the Engliſh Nobility, who had ſo lately ſworn Fi- 
delity to Maud, Omnis Ang lia, quaſi in ictu oculi, ei ſubjecta eſ, 
ſaith Walt. Hemingford, from Mammesbury, c. 56. Even Robert of 
Glouceſter ſwore to Stephen, tho? with a very evil Mind undoubted - 
ly. becauſe he could not otherwiſe be in any Capacity of ſervine 
his Siſter-in-Law Maud and her Son (for how ſhe was brought to 
Bed of her Son Henry) this reaſon Wil. of Malmesbury, his Client 
gives for him, He was afraid of his former Oath to Aaud, and he 
was afraid he ſhould never do her any Service if he fwore not to 
Stephen, and therefore he did it, tho” conditionally, #hat' he ſhout 
preſerve bis Honour and bis Covenants, Robert was the only Man 
alive he feared, for he was wiſe and valiant to a wonder in thoſ 
days, and he was glad to have any hold at all of ſuch a Man, and 
therefore accepted of his Conditional Homage. Vou ſhall take th 
words, and ſee what you can make of them your ſelf, Itaque' H, 
magium Regi fecit, ſub conditione quadam, ſcilicet, quamaiu ille dig. 
nitutem ſuam integre cuſtodiret, & ſibi pacta ſervarct: Spectato enin 
jamdudum Regis ingenio inſtabilitatem ejus fidei prævidebat. Malmi 
Hiſt. Novel. l. 1. P. 179. I am greatly afraid, there are man) 
Roberts of Glouceſter now alive, that have taken the Oaths to hi 
preſent Majeſty, with no better deſign than to 'capacitate then 
ſelves to do him a ſhrewd turn, when it lies in their way; 2 
though they ſee no ſhadow of Unfaithfulneſs or ill deſign in then 
but this is a Remark out of my way, which you will pardon. ! 
is only to my purpole to ſay, that Stephen contented himſelf w 
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this Woman, with her Son and Brother Robert, were to him for 
many Years, the many Miſeries this poor Kingdom endured under 


the time of their Diſſenſions (for in moſt Wars a Country finds 


but little difference between Friends and Enemies) and the Agree- 
ment made at laſt hetwixt them. I will not infiſt on any of thee 
Matters: King Stephen took all uſual care to ſecure the Cron to 
himſelf and his Poſterityz/ but it went no farther than to take the 
common Oath of Allegiance to himſelf, and in 1152, to cauſe 
the ſame to be taken to Euſtace his Son, - For ſo Annales Waver- 
Jeienſes 1152, Apud Londoniam Euſtachio Filio R. Stephani fide & ju- 
rejurando Uniuerſi Comitet & Barones Angliæ ſe ſubdidamunt. He 
would have had him Crowned , but the Clergy, by order of the 
Pope, oppoſed it: ſtrongly , and he could not carry his Point, as 
Gervaſius tells us, in Stephano, 1131. Pp. In the Year 1152, 
died Stephen's Wife, and in 1153, Euſtace his Son, a ſto- 
machful young Prince; ſo that Stephen, conſum'd almoſt with Care 
and Grief, and finding himſelf decay, and his Adverſary young 
Henry daily increaſing in Riches and the Favour of the Peaple, 


began to incline to Peace, which was agreed upon, you know, on 


condition that Stephen ſnould continue King during his natural 
Life, and Henty to ſucceed him: and that William, Stephen's only 


remaining Son, ſhould be poſſeſſed of all bis Father's-Eſtate, whilſt 


a private Subject; but he liv'd.not long to enjoy it, dying in King 
Henry's Service, at the Siege of Tholouſe, in the Vear 1159: Ste- 
phen himſelf went before him, dying in the Year 11 54. leaving 
Peace, the greateſt and moſt wanted Bleſſing, to this diſtracted 
Kingdom. Conſider, Sir, I pray, whether . an Oath of Abjuration, 
was not full as ſeaſonable in this King Stephen's Caſe, as it can 
poſſibly be in any others, and then 1 will go on. 
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Henry Il, being poſſeſſed of the Throne, took the uſual :Qath 
of Fidelity from his Subjects, without any manner of Regard hail 
B 2 to 
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to William, Stephen's Son, who ſerved him four Years, and died 
at laſt, as I have ſaid, in 1159. He Reigned thirty five. years, 
and endured - great Troubles and Afflictions from an untoward 


Queen, and moſt ungracious Children, the Eldeſt of which called 


Henry (ſometimes called Secundus, ſometimes Tertius, ſometimes 


Junior and Minor) he cauſed to be Crowned King whilſt himſelf 


lived, and quickly found good reaſon to repent him of ſuch fa- 
vour. But having no Competitor for the Crown, his Troubles 
are nothing to my purpoſe, ſince he could have no occaſion for an 
Oath of Abjuration and therefore I have done with him, when { 
have obſerved to yon, that notwithſtanding the Oath the Na- 
tion took in general to his Mother Maud her ſelf, yet Henry 
ſucceeded Stephen, without any manner of notice taken of her. 
Polydor Virgil makes her preſent at the Treaty of Agreement, 
but mentions no Ceſſion or yielding up her Right; no Hiſtori- 
an, I have ſeen, takes any notice of her at all; and yet, undoubt- 
edly, ſhe took all thoſe pains , in her Wars with Stephen for her 
ſelf, and upbraided Stephen and all his Followers with Perjury; and 
yet ſhe appears no ways concerned in the Treaty, nor makes any 
manner of Declaration that ſhe. abſolved them of their Oaths to 
her, or that ſhe was willing they ſhould transfer their Allegiance 
to her Son. Perhaps they took theſe things for granted, becauſe 


the put in no new Claim at that time: all that we know further 
of her is, that ſhe died, as ſome ſay, in the 13th, or, as others, 


in the 14th Year of her Son Henry's Reign, who died himſelf in 
1189, and left his Crown and Kingdom-uncontelted to Richard 1, 
who was his Eldeft Son then living. 1 

He was a brave Prince; and, according to the ſuperſtitious hu- 


mour of thoſe times, engaged in the Recovery of the Holy Sepul- 


chre out of the hands of Infidels, where he performed Wonders, 

and was accounted one of the Religious Heroes of that Age. But 

certainly he was very ill paid at home, for theſe his glorious Pains 

abroad, by John his Brother, Moſt of our common Hiſtorians 
are miſtaken im repreſenting theſe matters, and confound Actions 

done at different times; | ſhall take a little pains to ſet them in 

better order, and that in ſhort, from Roger Hoveden , Walt, He- 
ming ford, and John Brompton, &c. When Richard went into the 

Eaſt, he left the Government of England in the hands of William 

Longcbamp , Lord Chancellor and Biſhop of Ely, who (for ought 

appears) managed it with great Fidelity to the King his Maſter, 

hut to the great diſlike of John and his Adherents, who made 

5 many 
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many grievous Complaints of his Tyrannick Government, and 
ſeem reſolved to have him laid aſide at any rate; the thing that 
offended Jobn at the bottom was this, that the Chancellor, being a 
Man of great Abilities and Power, abetted and maintained the 
Right of Arthur of Brettany , Son and Heir of Geofry Elder Bro- 
ther to John, and ſent underhand to the King of Scotland, who 
was his great Uncle, for his Protection and Aſſiſtance, in caſe 
King Richard ſhould do otherwiſe than well in the Hoh- Land; 
proteſting moreover to him, that by Letters directed to him 
from Sicily, King Richard had appointed Arthur his Succeſſor, if 
he ſhould die. It is not very certain whether the Chancellor acted 
thus in favour of young Arthur , out of 'a good Principle, as 


* knowing him the rightful Heir; or with ambitious purpoſe of con- 


tinuing in his great Authority and Regency, as he was likely to 
do, if a Child ſucceeded ; but whatever the Motive was to his aſ- 
ſerting Arthur's Right, his doing ſo muſt needs be enough to make 
Earl John his mortal Enemy. The Chancellor was a warm and 
haughty Man, and imprudently adminiſtred an Occaſion of Com- 
motion, by commanding Girard de Camvilla to yield up to him the 
Caſtle .of Lincoln, who (having had it committed to his care by 
the King) refus'd to do ir, and immediately took part with John, 
whoſe ambitious reſtleſs. Temper took hold of this occaſion to put 
himſelf in Arms; and; whilſt the Chancellor was beſieging Girard, 
he ſeized on the two Caſtles of Nottingham and Tickill.” So that 
now they came to open Hoſtilities ; in which the Chancellor find- 
ing himſelf the weaker, and knowing he had many Mens Perſons 
about him, whoſe Hearts were with John, he made his Peace with 
him, upon the vile unworthy Terms of forſaking Arthur; But 
this was not what John wanted, which was his Degradation and 
Removal; to which the following Paſſage miniſtred occaſion, Geo- 
fry Archbiſhop of Tork was forbid (for ſome cauſe or other) by 
K. Richard to enter England in three Years ſpace; but he, un- 
mindful of the King's Command (and ſome ſay of his own Oath) 
reſolved to take the opportunity of the King's Abſence, and en- 
ter on his Biſnoprick, which attempting to do, at Dover, he was 
watched by the Chancellor's Spies and taken from the Altar of a 
Church, whither he fled for refuge, and dragged from thence, 
and carried and committed to the Conſtable of Dover Caſtle. This 
made a great Noiſe, you may be ſure, in thoſe days ; and opened 
the Months of the Clergy, with whoſe Cries Earl John fell in im- 
mediately -(tho' no great Friend to Church-men, who are even 

| With 
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with him in moſt of their Hiſtories) and wrote to the Chancellor 
to ſet the Archbiſhop at Liberty; who refufing to do it, he rai- 
ſed a conſiderable Army, and drove his Enemy to great Straits, 
and at laſt ſuffe red him to tranſport himſelf out of the Land; ha- 
ving firſt, in thePreſence and with the Conſent of many Biſhops, 
Judges, and Great-men, and the Citizens of London, decreed, 
that he was not fit to bear any Rule, or live any longer in the 
Kingdom. When this good Company was got together, Earl Joby 
Teſolved they ſhould not part without a Taſt of his Intentions, 
and therefore the ſame day both he and the Archbiſhop of Roan 
(who was put into the Chancellor's place, as one of the Admini- 
ſtrators of the Kingdom) and others of the King's Juſt ices granted 
to the Citizens of London, habere communam ſuam; and again in 
the ſame Year, John and the Archbiſhop of Roan, with almoſt all 
the Biſhops, Earls, and Barons, ſwore they would moſt firmly and 
inviolably (as long as it ſhould pleaſe the King) obſerve and keep 
communam illam. The Gloſſary to the X. Scriptores interprets 
Cummunam by Aſſociation and Confederation, as if it were, that 
theſe. Lords and great Folks took the Citizens of London into Council 
. with them, and made them join with them in paſſing their Decree and 
Sentence on the Chancellor. They did indeed do ſo ; but this is 
mot enough metbinks. 1have the Authority of a moſt excellent 
Skilled Perſon both in theſe and all other Learned Matters what- 
Joever, that Communa ſigniſies in the place, Privileges, and Im- 
mnunities, and by the Senſe , I believe we ſhould all of us conſtrue 
it ſo: For by the:;Paſſagegwith its Circumſtances, it appears, that 
there Was a Combination of Lords and Biſhops and the Citizens of 
London, in favour of John, againſt any other Succeſſor. And the 
Citizens of London on their part, ſwore Faithful Service [took the 
Oath of Fidelity] to King Richard and his Heirs, and engaged, that 
if he died without Iſſue, they would receive John for their Lord 
and King. And thereupon ſware Fidelity to him againſt all Men, 
ſav ing their Oath to Richard. Radulph. de Diceto, and Job. Brom- 
ton make no mention of theſe Londoners Swearing; but Roger Hove- 
den does (in his Annals, pag. 702.) who lived and wrote in King 
Zoln's Days; and to him I reſer you, if you pleaſe, 8 
bis makes me inclinable to interpret Cummunam by ſomething 
that the Citizens of London liked, becauſe they ſeemed to do a 
very bold and an unjuſt thing, in lieu of it; They took an Oath of 
Fidelity to One, who was neither Heir by God's, nor by the 
Laws of the Land, not yet by Deſignation and Appointment 
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the King then living, who was very angry at theſe Proceedings, 
and ſpoke very hard Words of his Brother John; and there is 
great Reaſon to believe theſe ſtrange Doings (as well as the De- 
parture of his Enemy King Phillip of France) haſtened his Return 
the ſooner into England. But in his Return he was unfortunately 
taken Priſoner by the Duke of Auſtria, and delivered into the Em. 

or's Bands, and there continued Sixteen or Eighteen Months. 
This Opportunity his Brother John laid hold on, and by the inſti- 
gation of the Frenck King, opened his Purpoſes and fought the 
Crown, ſometimes giving out the King was dead, and ſometimes 
that the Emperor reſolved never to let him go. (And ſome Hi- 
ſtorians tell us that the King of France, and John, made mighty 
Offers to the Emperor, either to detain him, or deliver him up 
into their Hands, which he had much ado to reſiſt.) But the No- 
bility oppoſed him conſtantly, and kept their Faith inviolable to 
their King, to their great Praiſe, and however careleſs and inju-- 
rous they had been with reſpect to Arthur's Right of Succeſſion, 
yet they were very bold and faithful to their preſent King in Poſ- 
ſeſſton; infomuch that inſtead of delivering up the Kingdom, 
and - ſwearing : Allegiance to him, as he demanded, they very 
vigorouſly beſieged him and his, in |Windſor-Caſtle, and forc'd 
him to ſurrender that and other Holds, and fly the Kingdom; 
which he did, and betook himſelf to his old Friend the King of 
France, to whom he became Liege-man., and did Homage for 
Normandy, which yet would not ſubmit to John, but declared it 
ſelf for its old Maſter , whom they hoped to fee at home again, . 
and ſafe in a ſhort time. And ſo they did; for Richard came and 
landed at Sandwich in Kent, and was joyfolly receiv'd of all his 
Sub jects throughout the Kingdom, excepting ſome few Places 


which held out for John, which in a little time were reduc'd; and 


taken into Mercy by the King, who, by the Advice of the Biſnope, 
was again Crown'd, with great Pomp at Mincheſter. 
This is a long Hiſtory, you will think, tho' I have greatly 


ſhortened it ; but whereto does it ſerve? Why ſome have con- 


founded theſe Two Attempts of Jobn, and made but One of them; 
and ſome have only mentioned his Attempt during his Brother's 
Impriſonment, which yet, you ſee; was a Second Undertaking, in 
purſuance of the Firſt, Which made way (as he imagined) for it. 
The Uſe I make of it, is this, to ſhew you, that John, by this 
firſt Treaſonable Attempt of cauſing People to ſwear Fidelity to 


him, againſt. the King's Will, and without his Knowledge, and 


when 
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«when he was not ſo much as Preſumptive Heir, muſt make him 


juſtly liable both to the King's Anger, and to the Puniſhment of 
the Laws of the Land ; but that his ſecond Attempt upon the 
Crown made him undoubtedly a Traitor , and not to be endur'd 
either by King or Subject. I know not how a Subject can become 
more dangerous, and to be ſuſpected, that by having once been 


ſworn into the Succeſſion, without his Prince's Knowledge and 


Good Will, and having afterwards demanded openly the Crown, 
altho' his King was then alive: And ſure, his ſucceeding fo 
well as he did the firſt time, and his attempting it the ſecond 
time, muſt make him a dangerous Competitor to the King, and 
fit to be excluded by an Oath of Abjuration. But nothing of this 
was thought upon. Richard, after the Reduction of the Caſtle 


that held out in Jobn's Favour , ſummoned a Parliament at Not- 


ting ham, (ſuch as the Parliament was then) on the Thirtieth of 
March 1194. LTyigeſima Die Menſis Martii feria quarta Ricardus 
Rex Angliæ celebravit primum Concilii ſui diem apud Nottingham: 
as R. Hoveden , pag. 737.] where were prefent Elianor the 
King's Mother, the two Archbiſhops, David the King of 


Seatland's Brother, the Biſhops, and the Barons: And on the 
Day following, the King demanded Juſtice ſhould be done 


him, on his Brother ohn, who againſt his Oath of Alle- 


giance, had ſeiſed on his Caſtles, deſtroyed his Countries, 


both at-home and abroad, and Leagued againſt him with the 


King of France, his Enemy. And it was adjudged , that Earl 


John ſhould be cited to appear within Forty Days, and ſtand 


to the Law, and that if he did not- Judicaverunt Comitem 


Fobannem demeruiſſe regnum, ſaith Hoveden. Ipſum Fratrem ſuum 


Rex exhæredavit. Annal. Waverl. An. 1194. Omne jus priſtinum 
O. honorem impenſum ſolenni judicio Procerum ſuorum abjudicavit , 


faith J. Brompton, from V/. Hemingford (whom he conſtantly Co- 
pies, and Cites by the Name of Walter de Giſeburn, pag 1278. lin, 


19. Judicio Procerum omni honore privavit, ſaith H. Knighton, I, 2. 
pag. 2408. But the Annales De Margan, (put ont by the molt ex- 


cellently Learned Dr. Gale, in 1691,) go, to my thinking, a great 
way farther than all the reſt. The Paſlage is ſomewhat long, but 
remarkable enough to make you amends for the Patience of Read- 
ing it. Thus then in the Year M C XC IX. After Richard's 
Death, John his Brother, in the Octaves of Eaſter , having entred 
upon the Dukedom of Normandy, coming over into England, was 
Crowned King on Aſcenſion-Day at Weſtminiſter, May 27. Ayn 

the 
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the Judgment and Decree of the Archbiſhops, Biſhops , Earls and Ba- 
rons , and all the reſt of the Great Men of England, which they bad 
| paſſed at Nottingham in the Preſence of King Richard bis Brother, 
where for the Treaſon he hadacted againſt the King, and K ingdom, in 
Confederacy with the King of France, be was diſinherited and depri- 
ved(abjudicatus,which I cannot conſtrue better) not only of all the Lands 
| be had in England, but alſo of all Honors which be might hope for, or 
expect to have from the Crowneof England. It was alſo decreed, that 
| be ſhould be ſummoned to appear, in ſuch a ſpace cf time, within the 
| King's Courts, to anſwer and defend himſelf, if he could, upon the War 
and Treaſon aforeſaid, Raiſed and Committed whilſk his Brother was 
abroad, and detain d in Germany; but be came not himſelf, nor ſent 
| any other to anſwer for him. Upon which, Three Earls, bis Peers, 
| were ſent to the Court of France, there to convict him of the ſame Trea- 
| ſon ; but neither did he make his appearance there, or anſwer for bim- 
| ſelf. And yet agaiuſt this Judgment and Decree, be is Crowned K ing; 
William de Breuſe, together with bis Faction, preſſing inſtantly for 
his Coronation. In wbich Coronation all that were concerned, offended 
| grievouſly, as well becauſe John had no Right to the Kingdom, Arthur, 
c eldeſt Brother's Son, being then alive, as alſo, that if he had been 
Heir of the Kingdom, yet by and for the above repeated Treaſon, be 
bad been deprived and diſinherited. This is a famous Paſſage, and 
| makes very much for à Bill of Excluſion, at leaſt, if I miſtake not; 
and there was ſo much in it, that when the Pope's Legat was diſ- 
ſuading the King of France from ſending his Son Lewis into Eng- 
land (as the Barons and Great Men had by expreſs Meſſengers de- 
iir'd him to do) and told him, England, then. was S. Peter's Patri- 
mony, by the Reſignation of King Jobn; the King of France told 
him, that England never was John's to give, (as well becauſe no 
King can give away his Kingdom, without their Conſent, as alſo) 
becauſe he had forfeited all Right to the Crown (if Right he had 
had) by his Freaſons againſt Richard, of which he ſtood Convict, 
and had had Sentence paſſed upon him, as a Traitor, by Hugh de 
Pudſey, Biſhop of Durham. Thus Matth. Weſtm. tho" Aatth. Pa- 
is repreſents it a little otherwiſe. But tho” the King and. Parlia- 
ment proceeded to an Ad of Excluſion, yet they put no one upon - 
abjuring John by Name. They thought it enough to ſecure the 
preſent King by an-Oath of Allegiance , and to put by John from 
ſucceeding him; but no one ever was conſtrain'd to ſwear he ne- 
N nould, noe ought che Dube k They — * 28 . 

they could, by freeing the @ubjec from wearing to him; but then 
could be freeing the recti: —_ 
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intended not to hurt the Subjecns, by compelling them to ſwear 
againſt him. Methinks there is a great deal of Difference betwixt 
theſe two Points; and that's the Uſe | would have you make of 
this long Story, which [ will conclude, when I have added, That 
tho' John afterwards did actually ſucceed his Brother Richard; tho 
Arthur had been declared Succeſſor to Richard; tho' it was the O. 
- Pinion of all the World, both abroad and at home, that Arthur 
was the undoubted Heir of the Crown; tho' many Nobles ſided 
with him; tho' he claim'd the Crown himſelf openly, and gave 
John abundance of Trouble, and alarm'd him daily; yet did Foby 
gever attempt to get him abjured by the Nation , nor to fecure 
himſelf any other way than by the common Oath of Allegiance, 
He afterwards caught him, and in all hkelyhood ordered him to 
be made away privately ; but that was nothing to the People of 
England. He died, tis thought, about 1.203, but his Siſter Ell. 
nor, commonly called The Damoſel of Britanny , lived till after 
1240. Tho? ſhe undoubtedly was the Heireſs of the Crown, if | 
the Nation had regarded the Lineal and immediate Succeſſion, 3 
_ in thoſe, as in theſe latter Days, which it is manifeſt they t 
The long and troubleſome Reign of Henry the Third, the 
Times of Edward theFirſt andSecond afford me nothing to my pre. B 
ſent purpoſe : They had no Rivals or Competitors to fear, not ci 
conſequently any occaſion of ſecuring themſelves by any Oath oe: 
Abjuration, When Edward the Third was Crowned King, upon 
the Depoſition of his Father, tho Edmond of Kent, and others, 
attempted to deliver him from his Impriſonment, and re-inſtate 
him again, yet the young King fought not his Safety and Eſtz- 
bliſhment by any Oath of Abjuration of his Father. It was enough, ſi 
that the ſeveral Eftates of the Kingdom, had by Deputies ap- 
pointed for the purpoſe, ſolemnly renounced their Allegiance to; 
him, and choſen his Son to Reign in his ſtead and taken the uſv- 
al Oath of Allegiance to him; this was then eſteemed ſufficient” Se re. 
curity for the young King, without concerning the whole King 
dom in an Oath of Abjur ation. And this was the Caſe of He 
the Fourth, when Richard the Second was depoſed , the Crom 
was entail'd by Parliament on him and his Sons, but there was n 
 Avjuring Richard, by an Oath to be taken by the Subjects. Ti 
Eſtates of the Realm Depoſed him very folemnly (even withot 
-any notice taken of his Refegnation, though after he had made it 
obfecting ſuch and ſack Crimes, as deſerv d it; which they mig 
$ We 
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well have ſpar'd , and furely would have done it, even for pities 
ſake , if they had not intended thereby to ſhew and exerciſe a 
Power they thought inherent in them, on ſuch extraordinary 
Occaſions. | | 7140 4 
I will not trouble you with the Inſtance of Henry VI. with re- 
gard to Richard Duke of Tork, who made claim upon him; nor of 
Edward IV. with regard to Heavy VI. neither of which Princes 
thought of ſecuring themſelves by any Oath of Abjur ation. Be- 
cauſe you may ſay, there was no need of their doing ſo, ſince 
both of them looked upon themſelves as Rightful Poſſeſſors of the 


Throne; and what need was there of cauſing the Subjects to Ab- 


jure the Right of one who had no Right at that time; nor, (as 
they thought) at any time beſides ? For f make no queſtion but 
Henry VI. look'd an himſelf as moſt Rightful King; and truly the 
Succeſſion of three Generations, and the Poſſeſſion , for above 
threeſcore years, of Royalty, might have made a more Devont 
and Canfcientious Prince than Henry was (if it could be) believe © 
ſa too. Neither will it ſerve to my purpoſe, to inſtance in Ri- 
chard III. with regard to the Son and Daughter of his Eldeſt Bro- 
ther George Duke of Clarence, becauſe he confided fo far in the At- 
tainder of the Father, that he had no ſuſpicion of the Children; 
he Baſtardiz d, Depos d, and Murther'd the Children of his 
Brother. Edward IV. but he thought the Adt of Parliament had ſe- 
curd him againſt the Family of Clarence, and therefore was re- 
gardleſs of them. We have no reaſon to think he acted out of an 
better Principle, towards them. And it was not then perhaps fo 
clear in Law, as fince, That the Crown takes away all Defeds and 
tops in Bload ;, aud that from the time the King aſſumes the Crown, þ. 


FVie Fountain is cleared, and all Attainders and Corruption of Blood 


iſcharged:; which was the Reſolution of the Judges, in the Cafe - 
df Henry VIII. 5 

The Inſtances I have mentioned before, from Edgar Atbeling 
o Richard II. are enow, and ſufficient to my Purpoſe, or none 
re, And J hope from them, you will be able to ſee, what I 


ing eſign' d to ſhew you, in the firſt place, That, though we have had 


many Occafions, where an Oath: of Abjuration was full as Rea- 


Wnable, as Convenient, and as Neceſſary, as it can poſſibly be 


this day, yet we have never had one. And therefore, that 


W Oath of Abjuration would: be altogether ſtrange and new in Eng- 


d. And if you do not alfo ſee, as it were by the by, from - 


de ii eſe Collecbions, that the Oaths of Fidelity and Allegiance, have 


been conſtantly impoſed on, and taken by the Subjects of the 


ken, but an Dath of Abjuration, never. | 


ful, it is only needful ro the ſecuring his Preſent Majeſty in 
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Land (concern'd to take them) to ſuch Perſons as were by the 
Conſent and Approbation of the Three Eſtates of the Kingdom, 
inveſted with the Regal Power, although they could not lay 
Claim thereto, by Lineal and Legal Succeſſion : If yon do not ſee 
this, I ſhall think I have repreſented Matters but confuſedly. Be- 
lieve me then, in ſhort. an Dath of Allegiance was always ta- 


I am now in the Second place, ro ſhew you, according to my 
Skill, that an Oath of Abjuration is altogether Needleſs. It it be need- 


the Poſſeſſion of the Throne, which He (in our Opinion 1 am 
ſure) fills moſt deſervedly. But this is not to be done by an Oath 
of Abjuration, if it will not be done by an Oath of Allegiance. i 
And I may well preſume, that ſuch as refuſe the-Oath of 
Allegiance, will never take an Oath of Abjuration; fo that 
here will be no New Subjects gain d we may be ſure; and it 
it will neither gain New Subjects, nor faſten the Old one i 
cloſer to his Majeſty's Intereſt , where is the Neceſſity of im- 
poſing it? Doth his Majeſty, I pray, want any thing more 
than Allegiance and Fidelity from all, or any of his Subjects, in 
the reſpective Stations they ſtand related to their Prince in 
No one, I think, will ſay they do. If all men therefore would 
fulfil their Oaths of Allegiance and Fidelity, what need would 
there be of impoſing any New ones? It is not taking New Oaths, 
but keeping the Old ones, that muſt ſecure his Preſent Majeſty; 
and will any Man that does not make a Conſcience of fulfilling 
the Oaths he has taken, be ſcrupulous of either taking, or break- 
ing, any New Ones? What ſhould hinder one from taking an 
Oath of Abjuration, who has no regard to his Oath of Allegiance: 
And what ſecurity can you have againſt the breach of a Second 
Oath, from one who fnews apparently he values not his Fir? 
Do you not therefore ſee that ſuch as knowingly break their Alt 
giance Oath, will take at laſt (though not without ſome kind 
ſcruple neither) the Oath of Abjuration and break it, when it! 
convenient, full as knowingly 2 We ſee Men, frequently, thi 

are nice and ſqueamiſh, with reſpect to ſome Offences, who yt 

make -vety bold with others, altogether as heinous ; but it! 

ſeldom. ſeen that a Man grows tenderer in a Point wherein he h 

been once er twice offended. He who has taken the Oath of A 

giance to his Majeſty , and yet will Comfort, and Abett, an 
Correſpond with any of his Enemies, will take the Oath ag" 
an 


[wl _ 
and proceed to whatever Oath you ſhall impoſe, and ſtill retain 
the ſame mind, and purſue the ſame deſign; and he may do it 
all, upon the ſame Principle, by which he acts, when he breaks 
his Oath of Allegiance. So that an Oath. of Abjuration, will nei- 
ther gain his Majeſty any New Friends, nor fix the Old Ones 


| faſter to them, nor yet diſcover any Old or New Enemies. And 


what is an Oath good for, that will anſwer to none of theſe ends 
and purpoſes ? That will neither diſcover Truth nor Falſhood ? 
That will neither make nor keep Men Honeſter or more Loyal 
than they were before, nor yet prevent them from being Falſe 


and Traiterous, or ſhew us when they are ſo? I make no doubt 


but this is the pretence and plea for an Oath of Abjuration, that it 
will diſcover who are Enemies to the Preſent Government; and 
this is that which may make it appear moſt reaſonable to be im- 
poſed. If it will not therefore do this, it will do nothing, or it 
will do miſchief. This I conclude it will never do (i. e. diſcover 
who are Enemies to the Government) for this Reaſon. Becauſe 
(ſuppoſing all along, that none will take-an Oath of Abjuration, 
who have refuſed to taxe the Oath of Allegiance, and therefore 
that they alone who have taken the Oath of Alegiance, will take 
the Abjuration Oath) they who have taken the Oath of Allegiance 
mala fide, who deſign (or whether they deſign or no, do aQually 
do it) to ſerve and ſuccour the Late King, will alſo certainly 
take the. Abjuration Oath. - They who have falſified their Faith to 
King William, in favour of the Late King 7ames, will not ſtand 
out upon another Oath, by which they ſhall not'only/ldſe perhaps 
a Beneficial Office, but alſo incapacitate themſelves for either hur- 
ting his Preſent Majeſty , or ſerving their Late Maſter. This 
I have before ſhewed, and it is not in Man to find out, or aſſign, 
one tolerable Reaſon why they ſhould not do it. Will therefore 
any ſuch Perfidious Men as theſe be diſcovered. by an Oath of ow 
ration? Will they not rather be enabled to do more miſchief by 
being more truſted ſor ſuch an Oath, which they eſteem and will 
keep juſt as they did the Other? So that the King's Enemies will 
lie as ſafe and cloſe under an Oath of Abjuration, as under an A- 
legiance Oath : for what, | would know, does the moſt ſolemn 
and tremendous Oath ſignifie; unleſs the Party think himfelf ob- 


lig'd in Conſcience to obſerve it? And if he do not think himſelf 


oblig'd in Conſcience, to obſerve and keep his Oath of Allegiance, 


what is there that ſhoull] tie an Abjuration Oath upon bim? For 


the tie and Sanction ot both theſe Oaths muſt be the fame, and 
Et the 


(ez) 
the hreach ofthem muſt he alike Criminal,and will be punifhed alike, 
in both Worlds,inaſmuch as a Man is eqqally Perjur'd in little and 
in great matters: and if any Man will ſhew how he may ſafely 
e ee eilt do 
as mpch, for him, for the violation of the ſtricteſt Oath of Aja. 
ration, in the World: I hope you perceive then, that they Wo 
will take an Oath. of Allegiance to his Preſent Majeſty, and make 
no manner of Conſcience of Performing it, but actually ſerve, and 
Forreſpond with his Enemies, will alſe make no Bones of taking 
and breaking an Oath of Abjyation ; which is the Reaſon from 
whence I conclude an Qath of Abhjuration will not ferve to diſco- 
ver. the King's Enemies, Which het it certainly pretends to do. 
They are, it ſeems, to he diſcovered by refuſing the Qath ; bur 
they intend to take the Oath, and where is the diſcovery 2 Well, 
but will all that take the Ozth of Allegiance take the Qath of Ab- 
juration ? Ne, unqueſtionably 20 Will not therefore thaſe who 
refuſe it, be thereby diſcqvered to be Enemies to the Prefent Go- 
rernment? 1 n en ed They will not be diſtovered to be 

emies, becauſe they will not be thereby its Enemies. Let us, 
for once divide the Peaple that have taken the Oath of Allegiance 
to his Majeſty into, 1. Such as have taken and kept it boua fide. 
2. Such as. have taken and broken it wittingly and willingly, and 
with an evil mind. Of theſe latter, ue have ſeen, no manner of 
good can be.expetted They wiſt neither be made good Subjects, 
1 New ah, nor diſcepered_ te be Bad ones by it. A New 
Dath, wilbtherefere only affect ſuch as have taken the Oath of 
Allegiange boxe fide, and kept it very honeſtly. And is it likely 
ige they who have done ſo ſhould be Enemies to the Government? 
grant you, that a great many ſcrupled and, conſidered long, bes 
tors they yenaur'd gn-the-Oaths ; hut are not Scrupte and Confis 
deratian tokens of a ggod and heneſt mind ? and if after Scruple 
and Conſideration, they took the Oaths, and ſince have kept them 
well and honeſtly, what Reaſon is there to think, or call, theſe 
Fropte Enemies to, the Government, though then ſhould go no 
farther ? The Legillagive' Power impoſed the Oath of : Allegiance 
on the Subject, and: intended it for the Security and Eſtabliſhment 
91 1 Preſeng Government ; tbe Subject takes the Oath and keeps 
it faithfully, how is he then an Enemy? My Friend defires me to 
Walk a Mile with him, to conduct him homewards, and ſee him 
te through ſuch a Thieving - Laue, and I confent ; and when he 
comes to the Miles end, bis fears grow greater, and he deſires 
a | me. 
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me to walk another Mile, but I tell him, it is late, and I can ge 
no farther without inconveniency and danger to my ſelf, and for 
this he quarrels me, and accounts me his Enemy. 1 leave you to 
judg with what Reaſon, I did what he deſir'd at ſirſt, and thought; 
with all his foreſight and diſtruſt, would be ſuffſcient to ſecure 
him (and fo did all that paſſed that way before him) but I can do 
no more, and be ſecure my ſelf. Sure, though I can no longer 
ſerve him, yet I have ſerved him hitherto, and may deſerve a 
better name than Enemy. What think you of the Application? 
Muſt thoſe be Enemies to the Preſent Government, Who took 
the Oath of Allegiance to his Majeſty, whith was all that was 
required and thought ſufficient for his Safety, and have all 4. 
| long kept it inviolable, and ſeryed him faithfully and diligently; 
muſt theſe be reckon'd Enemies, becauſe they will not alſo take 
an Oath of Abjuration? Will therefore an Oath of Abjuration 
diſcover who are the King's Enemies : 

But that I may not ſeem to deny every thing to an Oath: of Ab- 
jurat ion, after having ſhewn you what I think it will not .dif- 
cover, I will now ſhew you what I think it wn diſcoyet. 
And firſt, It will diſcover the Naketneſs of the: Land ; it will diſco- 
ver the diſtreſs and ſtraits, we find our ſelves reducd to, when 
we muſt have recourſe to ſuch extremities, When that which fe- 
cures all other Governments it the World beſides, and that 
which has fecured our Own, as well as any Other, for ſo many 
hundreds of years (viz. an Oath of Allegiance to the Poſſeſſors 
of the Throne) will not ſecure, or be thought ſufficient! toſecure, 
the Preſent Government, om What Foundation will the World 
about us think we: ftand'? they have ſeen us chooſe, and plate 
upon the Throne, our Prince, with all good liking and affection 
poſſible: And they will ſee us now, forc'd to be Chain'd to our 
Obedience; and tied down groveling on the ground for feat of 
riſing up againſt him. This Poſture will not pleaſe our Friends 
abroad, who under ſtand our Gent rous Tempers better; they 
will fear the effects of ſuch unuſual Bonds. And for our Enemirs 
abroad, they undoubtedly will do, as our Enemies at home do, 
tejoyce exceedingly, at ſach an Oath, The Jacobites (as all the 
Diſcontented Difaffected People ate now call'd) have hitherto 
ſhewn themſelves but Puuy Politicians; their Deſigus have neither 
wanted Malice nor Barbarity, but they have laid and matag'd 
them, with fo much Weaknets and Simplicity, that they ſeem to 
be infatuated very much: but yet they are wife enough to 


If you think, Sir, I go too far in this matter, I retract. I had 
rather much, be miſtaken in my gueſſes, than that any conſidera- 
dle Body of Engliſh Gentlemen ſhould prefer ſo. vile and ſelfiſh a 
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the advantages they are like to reap from the Diſtractions an Oath 
of Abjuration will undoubtedly produce amongſt us. And though 
ſome of them may be ſet to decry it publickly, as a moſt abomi- 
nable unheard-of thing,and others of them,in their weakneſs, tru- 
ly believe it is ſo, yet the Managers of the Party, and more under- 
ſtanding People amongſt them, do underhand abett, and favour 
it exceedingly, well knowing they ſhall find their account there- 
in. This is One thing an Oath of Abjuration will diſcover, it will 
diſcover Our Diſtreſs. Secondly, It will diſcover who can ſerve the 
King no longer; that is certain: We ſhall ſee thereby, who they 
are, that can pay his Majeſty. no more than Allegiance and Fi- 
delity; that is, who can pay no more, than has at any time been 
paid, to all or any of their Predeceſſors, for above ſix hundred 
years; no more than any of their Predeceſſors have at any time 
demanded; this we ſhall ſee, and theſe Diſcoveries will be made 
thereby. But what ſhall we get by ſuch Diſcoveries ?' They will 
pleaſe no good Subjects; there will be little Joy im ſeeing a great 
number of good People, that ſerve his Preſent Majeſty with 
Faithfulneſs, and Honeſt y,, and Diligence, and with Affection 
too, diſpoſfeſsd of their Employments, and incapacitated to ſerve 
him any. longer: for to be ſure, no other but the Honeſt, Faith. 
ful, and the Conſcientious will be diſpoſſeſs'd thereby. No falſe 
Subjects, none that can play with an Allegiance-Oath, will forfeit 
any thing for fear of an Abjuration-Oath. An Abjuration-Oath 
will therefore diſcover thoſe. who can : ſerve his: Majeſty as far 


as an Oath of Allegiance can carry them, but no farther.; and that 


is a Second Diſcovery, but ſuch a One, as no good Eugliſn Man can 


deſire to make, in your Opinion. Thirdly, An Abjuration- Oath, 


will diſcover, it is hoped—a ſhort. Paſſage to the Weſt and Eaſ 
Indies—a Freſh Spaniſh Wreck—a new and ready way to Beneficial 
Offices, and great Preferments. If it do not lay open the Road 


to good Employments, by new Vacancies, it will be good for 
Juſt nothing. If thoſe who take the Allegiance- Oath, ſnould chance 
'To take (as who can tell ?) the Abjuration Oath, and continue as 


they were, you would hear no more talk of its great ſecurity, and 
tendency to the Eſtabliſnment of the Preſent Government. If 
this could be foreſeen, an Oath of Allegiance would ſuffice (in 
their Opinion) for any King in Chriſtendom. | | 
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deſign, to the Peace and welfare of their 'Natytal Country. But 
if you knew this part of mankind as well as Ido, yon would ſtill 
fear, that the way to Offices and good Preferments, was One of 
the Diſcoveries deſign'd to he made by an Oath of Abjuration, by 
a great many People. But, to draw to a Concluſion of this Head; 
an Oath of Abjuration muſt be altogether Veedleſs, if it will ef- 
ſet no greater matters to the Security of the Preſent Government, 
than an Oath of Allegiance will do. Now, though all the Men in 
England Ho have taken the Oath of Allegiance, ſhould alſo take 
the Oath of Abjuration, yet it is from the Oath of Alegianct and 
Fidelity, the Government muſt look for, and ſind its Security, and 
not from the Oath of Abjuration. For he who has ſworn Allegiance 
and Fidelity to King William, has ſworn he will obey- and- ſerve. 
him according to his Power, and ſhew himſelf a good andfaithful 
subject to him in the reſpective Poſt and-Station; he is in. He 
is not only tied thereby to live peaceably and quietly under his 
| Government, without, offending againſt his Laws, or doing any 
bing to his prejudice , but he is tied to adivity in his behalf 
and defence, if his Poſt and Station be ſuch as requires him to be 
1 W:#ve. No one, that in good Conſcience took the Oath to his 
& Preſent Majeſty can find himſelf at liberty to- ſerve, by any ways 
Por means, one that would certainly dethrone him. This is, un- 
e doubtedly, the leaſt that an Oath of Allegiance can do, that it 
it dies the Hands of all that take it, from lending any manner of Aid 
or Aſſiſtance to the Late King James. But if his Poſt be Active, 
he is farther oblig d thereby to be Active in his Defence. If a 


at Privy Councellor, a Bifhop, and a General, take the Oath: of Alle 
an giance to King William, they are undoubtedly oblig'd thereby: to- 
h, adviſe faithfully and keep his Secrets, to pray for his Proſperity, - 
j nd fight his Battles. So that as far as, and wherever, 


he Office requires activity, the Oath obliges to it: and all the: 
decurity a Prince can expect muſt come and axiſe from the Obli- 
ation of ſuch an Oath. On the other hand, what would it ſig- 
fie, or contribute, to the Security of his Preſent Majeſty, 
hat a Man ſhould ſwear he was the Legal, Lineal, Juſt and 
dightful Poſſeſſor of the Crown, and renounce, abjure, and diſ- 
laim, all Right and Title of the Late Ring James thereto; un- 
s he held himſelf oblig?d, by virtue of his Oath of Allegiance, 
Keep! and defend him in his preſent Poſſeſſion, to the -beſt = 
lis power, againſt all Clamors whatſoever ? I know there is 
great deal of difference, betwixt an Oath-of Allegiance and Fi- 
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delity Simply ſuch, and an Oath of Allegiance which is alſo. Dy 
rative of Rigbt. But the difference does not lie in this, that a 
Oath Declarative of Right, is of greater ſecurity to the Print, 
than an Oath of Allegtance without ſuch Declaration. For he 
who takes an Oath of Allegiance, gives him to whom he ſwear, 
a right to his Allegiance for the time to come, although he may 
be ſuppos d to have had no right to it before, and therefore owe 
the Prince as much Allegiance after his Oath, , as if he had in the 


Oath acknowledged him to be the moſt Rightful Prince ig the 


World. As if a man oblige himſelf by Oath to pay another a 
hundred Ponnd, he is as ſtrongly oblig'd to pay it him, by vir. 
tue of his Oath, as if he had truly borrowed it in time paſt of him 
. The Oath has given the other a Right to the mony, and by the 
Oath the Promiſer is oblig'd to pay it. I do not ſay, that a ma 
would not chooſe, if he could, rather to have a double Right to 
his Mony, both that of Debt, and that of Oath, than a ſingle on 
of Oath; bot I ſay that an Oath, (if the Man be able and conſci. 
entious) will as certainly ſecure the Mony to the other, as both a 
Oath and Debt. | | 5 
By this 1 mean to ſay, that the Oath of Allegiance is of it {ell 
as great Security to the Prince, as if a Man ſhould withal both 
Recogmze the Princes Right, and Abjure, and renounce to the 
Title and Right of any other. Becauſe the Security ariſes to the 
Prince from the poſitive Engagement of the Subject to do ſome- 
thing for him, to do nothing againſt him, to pay him Service 
and Obedience, and to defend him againſt bis Enemies, to his 
Power z and not from acknowledging him to be the Righbtful 
Prince, and ſwearing that another has no Right to his Allegiance, 
which may be true, but ſigniſie nothing to his Security. Its 
therefore evident, that all the Security that can ariſe to the Prince, 
depends upon the honeſt Taking, and the honeſt Keeping of the 
Oath!of Allegianee, which implies Obedience and Aſſiſtance; and 
that he who hath taken that Gath With good intent, hath thereby 
given himſelf a Bondſman, to yay Obedience and Aſſiſtance, which 
is as much as any Priace- can either want, or have, from all the] 
Recognitions and Acknowledgments: of Right that can be made. 
And:'theſe are the Conſiderations upon which I ground my ſrcond 
Concluſton, that an Oath of Abjur ation. is altogether Needleſs. K 
will: not ſecure a Ring where an Oath of Allegiance. will nat. It 
will make no-tiew Friends, It will fix no old Ones faſter. It will 
diſcover no Enemies. It will do nothing but Miſchief. 5 
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III. I have only now to ſhew you, in the third place, that an 
Oath of Abjuration is impoſſible to be kept, I have already conſider- 
ed the abjuring the Right and Title of the late King in the foregoing 


Article, and ſhewn the doing ſo (tho' done with good Faith) 
would prove no manner of Security to his Preſent Majeſty. The 
other part of Abjuration is of his Perſon and Government ,, as if we 
ſhould Swear—— We will not have this Man to Reign over w. | ſay 
ſuch an Abjuration-Oath is, or may be impoſlible to be kept; and 
therefore ſhould not be impoſed. For if he ſhould come in by 
Conqueſt, how can any ſingle Subject hinder him? If the obſti- 
nate Fight at Landen had determin'd of that valmable Life, upon 
which our Safeties do all ſo much depend ; what would have 
become of us? If therefore we mean any thing mare by abju- 
ring his Perſon, than that we wiſh he may never return, and 
thit we will contribute neither Money, Council, neither In- 
telligence, nor corporal Aid, we muſt mean no fenſe, for 
all beſides is no ſenſe; and if we mean nothing bur this, we 
certainly mean and intend this, by our Oaths of Mlegiance and 
Fidelity; for they exact as much as this comes to, at our Hands; 
to abjure him beyond this, is as if a Man ſhould take an 
Oath , never to have a Fever, which yet he cannot poſſibly pre- 
vent ; he may promiſe ſafely , that he does not covet it, that he 
will live temperately, and pray to God to keep it from him, but 
he can't forſwear its ſeizing on him; and when it comes he muſt 
be patient under it, And ſure, it would be a hardſhip-on a Man, to 
have more than this requir'd , when tis impoſſible he ſhould per- 
form more. 

This Sir, is my Senſe and Opinion of an Oath of Abjuration. 
If it hit not with yours or any Man as wiſe and good, you will 
pardon it. If it convince any one otherwiſe minded, if it con- 
firm and ſettle any one in the like, in a word, if it will do any 
good; if it will prevent any Evil or Confuſion, if it will any ways 
tend to the Security of his Preſent Majeſty, and the proſperous 
continuance af his Government over us, I ſhall be glad, and 
think my Time and Pains well ſpent. h 
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I am, Sir, your Affedionate Humble Servant; 
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